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‘The Wee Hoose’ , created by John Wilson. John 

started to build the shelter in 1990, but as the initial 

page of the well thumbed visitors book indicates, 

“Finished? When?”. Like most buildings there are  

always tasks to be undertaken.  



On a recent visit, it has become apparent that time 

has taken it’s toll on the structure. The roof cross 

members have snapped at various points, causing  

the waterproof membrane to bulge and strain under 

the pressure of the ponding water.  



As a keen hillwalker the shelter was always a stop off 

point when out exploring the surrounding area,  

especially to take refuge from the wind and rain.  

Sadly, the progressive failure of the roof may mean 

that this shelter will not to be able to function as it 

was intended much longer. This prompted me to 

think on how repairs to preserve and upgrade the 

shelter would be a worthwhile project. Historically I 

have been in communication with the Wilson family 

who are in favour of any action taken to preserve the 

bothy for further decades and allow others to enjoy.  

 



I’d like to make proposals to carry out repairs to the 

roof and other maintenance tasks that will benefit 

the structure.  

In order to do this, the biggest problem would be the 

logistics in getting any required materials to site. I 

have researched what transport would be suitable 

and the approach route utilising an existing hill track.  

 

The Transport :ALSTOR 8x8 Mini Forwarder 

 

 Portable, delivered 

to start of route by 

car drawn trailer. 

 Low impact and 

ground pressure. 

 Great terrain  

      capabilities. 

 

 



Access Route:  

Trailered by Vehicle ( 4kms) : C9 Public Road-Join 

FCS Network at Gairletter, proceed on South side of 

Stronchullin Burn to head of Gairletter Glen.  

- 



Dismount from trailer onto hill track (1.2kms) : 

Head of Gairletter Glen (Gate Locked) - Take left 

hand fork following existing hill track (Gate Locked) 

travelling South West (1km) - North (200mts) to  

locus.  



Side Elevation :Projected flat roof with cross fall to 

front—Timber construction. Additional upright  

support. 

Gutter to front elevation, downpipe to water butt 

(not essential), overflow away from structure.  



 

Front Elevation: Perhaps the formation of small 

porch under projection to house original door.  



Ideal repairs….. 

Roof 

5” x 1” wall plate bedded in cement including DPC 

4” x 2” treated timber as joists. 

18mm Ply for roof. 

Roof finished in Felt or Profiled Sheeting.  

4”  treated posts to form additional support.  

 

Floor 

DPC with Concrete screed finish.  

 

Porch 

Timber built with external cladding. Perspex  

windows to North and South elevations.  

 

External/Internal walls. 

Masonry repairs.  

Pointing to make wind/watertight.  

 

Materials to be sourced through donations or at reduced costs.  

 

 


